V OLIV. | 


The Athenian Mercury: 


FRumbd, 26; 


Qu. 1. JS a high dre/s, more Culpablethan a 
high crown'd Hat? And why? Since I 

have [een the extravagance of the laff reprebend- 

ed in an old Sermon , Preach'd by Bifhop Jewel, 

if 1 am not mift aken;but I am {ure the Book where- 

in I obferv’d it, # chain’d in Kenfington 

Church, 

Anjw. See Volume. N—2— 


We {hall here according to our promife, Vol. 11. 
give a full and true Relation of a strange 
account which , as 4 Supplement to our paper 
of Apparitions and Witches , we offer to the 
Impartial Confiderations of our Modern Sa- 
duces ; who deny the exiftence of Witches , 
Spirits, cc. The whole Relation and Affida- 
vits hereafter are Originals, and we have al- 
fobad a more particular Account from the 
Captain of the Ship , Viva voce, becanie 
we would neither be impos'd upon our felves, or 
be accefJary to the impofing upon others. 


The Relation, Verbatim wu. 


A Emorandum: That: on the twenty 
firft of Odober, 4674. puting forth 
from Plymouth into the Sea, with the Ship 
Recovery of London: Fohn Wood Commander 
bound to Virginia , we had very bad Winds 
at Weft South Weft, and at South, with 
bad weather , that all our Fore Shrouds 
broke at times, being good Ropes, our To 
maft broke twice, our Mizzen yard broak; 
our Spritfle yard wafht from the Boulefpreet, 
one Main and two Foretops fplit , moft of 
our tunning Rigging fhatter’d, the Ships 
planks working from the Stern-poft , our 
Mentyred with working : Fair weather or 
foul, it was all one, what was mended one 
day ,.would the next day be in pieces : In 
thisCondition we put in to the Road of Fiad, 
in hopes to mend our Gear : But being bad 
weather for fix or feven days, that we were 
like to lofe theShip,fcarce able to get up our 
Anchor;,though all atground,our beft Bower 
Cable broak, the Buoy under Water, at 2 
high Water, which at half Ebb bearing, and 
good weather , our Boat went to the Buoy, 
and takiag hold of the Rope, of feven In- 
ches and a half, almoft new, hal'dit up, ha- 
ving nohold of the Anchor which we loft; 
the Ship rowling Exceffively, Sea or no Sea: 
Upon this the Mafter ordered his Mate to 
getup theother two Anchors, and ftand off 
and on the Road, uacill he went with the 
Pinnace to Clear che Ship with the Coun- 
cel; but proving Calm, the Ship droveto 
Sea: The Mafter fending two Poartagees 
Boats with Wines after ber, could not reach 
the Ship, the drove fo faft out. . The mean 
time the Pinnace Eas would not hold, 
that the dove afhoar and funk , breaking 
the hoodngs to one Strake of her Keel, 
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upward from the, Stem:, The People on 
Shoar telling us we hada Witch aboard: 
After much pains, the Mafter and Men with 
the Boat put from the Shoar , before Nighe 
the Ship two Leagues at Sea, which at mid- 
night got near the Road: The Pinnace puc 
aboard another Ship;not being able roSwim; 
the next Morning, by Day light the Carpen- 
der wrought on her; and at nine of, the 
Clock , turned her in the Water, and go- 
ing to Leeward of the /Rand, not feeing rhe 
Ship, we put into Port with the iid 
Pinaace , and wént upa very High Moun- 
tain, where we could fee the Ship five 
Leagues to Leeward 5 plying up, the Ship 
drove five Leagues out 1 four or five Hours 
Calm, which is Admirable. Upon fighrof 
the Ship , we puc to Sea with the Boat, ma- 
king a Sail wich three Bifquet Bags and one 
Oar for a gard, with which through ‘Gods 
great Mercy we reacht the Ship., che Wind 
fre(h at North-Eaft, the faid Ship accidently 
Jacking, fetcht the Boat; which if the Ship 
had ftood but one hour longer, and then 
Tacke , fhe had weathered the Boat out o 

Sight, that undoubtedly we had all Perithr, 
being very Leack, that we contiauall hove 
the Water out withRundlets, and incapa- 
ble to row ; when we were well on Board, 
and the Boat inthe Ship , bearing away our 
Courfe, we began to conlider our Miferable 
Trouble and lofs of TimeAnchor and Wine. 
One of our Paflenger fell from the Ship , 
and wasdrowned. Thus being again at Sea, 
we fell to our oldTrade of brakeing Shrouds, 
Chane, Boults and Plates, Rigging and Sails : 
Infomuch, that neither Iron, Wood, Ropes, 
or Canvas would hold , our Shrouds drows 
through , and breaks the Seazings, that they 
be always fo flack, and not ftretching, that 
it isa wonder the low Mafts are not loft : 
Notwithftanding we new Seize them, and 
fer them up often. Our Fore-yard broke 
with little Wind , the Eye-boulr of the 
Mizzen Sheet broke,the Sheet was flown,the 
Sail fplit to Flicters: Our beft Hollands 
Duck Mane Sail the Foot-rope broak at che 
weather Clew, a Special good, great Rope, 
the Sail fplic and blew away with a Foretop- 
Sail : Our double Dore-Courfe fplic in the 
fame nature; but we faved the Canvas, 
our Mane and Fore-fheets broke, the Jears 
and Straps of the Jear blocks brake ,. that 
our low Yards came down upon the Deck , 
our Sprit-Sale fplit our new Duck, the 
Maintopfail giving way, often our Tiller 
broak in the Rudder Head; The Maintop- 
fail Barrel, held in a oh Gale niany times, 
at laft fetting hii’ with lirele ‘Wind, che 
pafre! then firm! In an hours time the Ropé 
drew through A tg , thar eS 
hung from the by the Tye Be: ee 
and Racking whole; we met with'a M8 
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bound for Virginia, but could not keep 
co Comin chough he made but little 
Sail: For every Night procured the Days 
work following, the Weather Fair or Foul, 
our Men all Sick, but the Mafter, Door 
and Steward , blefled be God, none of our 
Seamen dying , but very Weak and Lame : 
Only one Man with a rowl of the Ship was 
-flung from the Head of the Maintop- 
male making faft the Topgallon Sail which 
blew loofe, and was drowned under the 
Ships Stern ; and another tumbled over the 
wailt before Day in a Calm, and was drown- 
ed: We lay continually in fach 2 _diftrac&i- 
on in the Trough of the Sea, and fometimes 
before the wind with no Sail , thar had not 
the Ship been an extraordinary ftrong Ship, 
the could not have fwom with us; the third 
of Offober 1674. at three or four a Clock 
in the Afternoon, our Carpenters Mate told 
our Mafter, our Ship was Bewitcht by 
one Witch aboard, and two 1n England : 
And that we fhould not get to Virginia, but 
lye and {pend our Provifion and — 
the Sea , and have. no Men leftto help us, 
unlefS we bore away in time for fome other 
Port, for which we fhould fiot want a fair 
Wind four and twenty hours, God fending 
us there. Our po A ogg my him how 
he underftood this bufinefs , he anfwered ; 
thofe often and unufual Accidents attending 
us, poscinasty Ave him Occafion fervently 
to call upon , beging of him to Reveal 
to fome body the Reafon of our Miferies , 
and that accordingly in Prayers the Particu- 
lars above menti , were revealed to 
him. Upon this Information, our Mafter 
obferving Elizabeth Masters Pofture, being 
on her Knees on the Forecaftle , with her 
hands up, as if fhe were at Prayers, with 
her Elbows between the kenels, where we 
were going to belay the Tack of our fingle 
{mall Forefale, which was now brought to 
our Main-yard, no Female being upon Deck 
but her felf, our faid Mafter calling down 
prefencly, {aid to feveral People , he feared 
that fhe was the Witch, withing the had 
no intent of Mifchief tothe Tack to which 
the Sail was their belayed,atEleven aClock ar 
Night, the Mafter_ found the {aid 44afers by 
her felf upon the Deck , all the reftof the 
Paflengers in their Cabbins, in rhe Morning 
after Day light, che faid Tack broak in lit- 
tle Wind , it formerly holding a double Sail 
one third bigger , and in much more Wind, 
we hal’d up our Sail, and brac’rit to the 
Maft , bent the Tack again , and got it a- 
board them; then rang the Bell to Prayers. 
Our Gunner calling the Paffengefs, fick and 
well up , the faid Mafter as one itartled ac 
it? t is che matter, Gunner,who anfwer- 
ed, you muft all to Prayers, the feeming 
blank , faidno more, but was one of the 
firft up, being obferved to fit all the time 
in av efS Pofture. At laft the Foot- 
ene a Mane or anes Sante ye — 
in ew , it being little wind as the o- 
thers formerly did ont lic , but we faved 
the Canvas: Upon this picion, our Ma- 
{ter Appreh and {clape the faid Ma- 
fers in Chain at 2 Gun in the Stearidge, af- 


ter which Apprehending of her: Thefe ps7: 
ticulars hereafter written, followed : ~ 
Memorandum , that fame time after the 
Ship Recovery of London, bore up for the 
Weft-Indies : We Rumaged to know what 
Beer and Water was in the faid Ship, and 
found feven fall Burs of Water, and three 
of Beer; and that in the time of fpending 
two of che Buts of Water, two and 2a half 
of the Bats of Beer was ftrangely out, with 
two Buts of Warer ; that there was left bur 
half 2 But of Beer, and three Bats of Wa. 
ter, that in the Evening before we fee the 
Land of Defeado in the Weft: Indies, there was 
two full Butsof Water left , and the nexr 
Morning the Water in both them was like. 
wife out and loft, with the prints of the 
Claws of fome Creature , as a Cat or the 
like , left upon the Hoopsof the faid Wa. 
tér-Cask, and that we feeing of the Land 
the fame Morning, got into Merigatant with 
about one Hundred and thirty People , and 
not above three Gallens of Water left Us,no 
Sign of quem by wet about any of the 
Cask, two hours before we fee the Land, our 
Fore-yard broke in a ftrong place, no Ropes 
left us to hall up a Sail, that we were for. 
cedto lower our yards to Stow our Sails. 


WilliamRennolsPafenger on Board the Ship 
Recovery of London, maketh Oath. 


That in the Month of Oéober, 1674. in 

the Night, Elizaberh Masters came to him 
as he lay in his Cabbin , between the Decks 
of the faid Ship , and called him this Depo- 
nent by his Name , who anfwered her the 
faid Mafters: This Deponent farther faith , 
that then the {aid AZ¢fers faid to him, will 
you be of my Gang? and if you will , you 
fhall not want for Gold or Money : Saying, 
fhe was with this Deponents Mother, but the 
Night before. This Deponent farther faith, 
that he faid to the faid “afters, no truly, I 
will not have to do with you: This 
nent farther faith, that the {aid Elizabeth 
Mafters told him his Mother was a Witch, 
and if he would be of her Gang, hethould 
go out of the faid Ship, and fee his Moher 
when he pleafed: This Deponent farther 
faith, that his own Mother was a very Lewd 
Liver , and kept a Brothel Houfe in Dog 
and Bitch yard, London , and would often in 
the Night go abroad, and come heme very 
bloudy , and that the faid Elizabers Mafters 
lived with his faid Mother. 


The Mark of William—Rennols. _ 
John Hall 7 affinger on Board the Ship Reco- 
very of London, maketh Outh. 


two things like Lats sate » which 

raninto a Scupper-hole, he this Deponent 
ia fed a but mift them: This 
ponent faith, thatthe next Ni 
defired toWatch with a Sword in his Hand 
ro fee if he could fee any more Cats : 
Deponeng farther faith, that acordingly ! 
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did watch, and that then, about. Bighe of 
the Clock in the evening, he did fee in the 
Great Cabbin of che {aid Ship, fomeching in 
the fhape of a great Black Cat: ..And this 
Deponent farther faith, That he did then 
and there with the faid Sword ftrike at the 
{aid Cat three blow’,.and, to his thinking, hic 
her every blow ; and fo it vanifhed : _ And 
this Deponent farther faith, That there 
was not, to-his knowledge, any Car in the 
Ship, and farther fayeth not. 
John Hall. 


Matthew Lewis Paffenger on board the Ship 
Recovery of London, from Marigalant 
to Barbadoes, maketh Oath, 

That on, or about the 24th of Fanxuary , 
1675. asthe Ship was at Anchor.at the l- 
fland Marigalant, be the faid: Deponent , 
did thenon board the {aid Ship, fee a thing 
about the bignels of a Cat,which looked him 
in the Face, and that it came out of the Stee- 
ridge of the. {aid Ship where Elizabeth Ma- 
fiers lay Ghain’d, and at his, this Deponents 
Cry, pafled forward and vanifhed: but far- 
ther faith not. 


Martha JeftresPaffeng. on Board the Ship Re- 

covery, waketh Oath, 

That on, or about the 8th day of 04.74, 
near Noon,fhe, this Deponent, went into the 
Steeridge of the faid Ship, where Eliza- 
beth Masters lay Chained ; and that che faid 
Mafters then, and there, asked her, this De- 
ponent, If the Wind was fair forthe Ship? 
who anfwered, She knew not : The faid 
Mafters voluntarily faying, That the {aid 
Ship fhould never get to rare ne to any 
other place: but fhould lye tumbling in the 
Sea until the People were almoft famitht for 
want of Victuals and Water : And this De- 
ponent farther faith, That:this; the faid £- 
Lizabeth Mafters farther {aid » That the faid 
Ship never fhould get to Exgland,unleis fome 
place of the Ship was opened and that the 
Mafter fhould have a worfe paflage home 
than he had out, faying , That the would 
Drown him, the faid Mafter, if the could; 
and be bag of fome other perfon in the 
{aid Ship, if the lived. This Deponent far- 
ther faith , That the faid Ehzaberh Mafters 

cks of th ip, at ight, a 
the middle of the Month of Odober 74. and 
defired her to go to London im a Coach, 
which the provide for her, with four 
black Horles, .to fetch on board the Ship, 
Mary, living in Dog and Bitch yard, London : 

i pe farther faith, 


out of one of the upper 
the faid Ship, into a dark 
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and would qopie-atae aiohe iach Conk td 
her the faich 4dafers Thi nent far 


Adafers,: This Deponens far- 
ther faith , ‘That.the time. the ftayed i the 
aforefaid Room, the did fee many bla 
thagged Dogs, and that ar her recura to the 
faid Ship again, the, this Deponefit brou 
with her aboard. the {aid Ship ia the fai 
Coach, feveral Men and Women. This De- 
ponent farther fiith » That the-faid £liza- 
beth ALafiers teat @ Woman with ber, who 
turned like 2 Bullock. when the talked with 
the aforelaid. Mery ; and chat endiag her dii- 
courfe with dary, fhe, the {aid Woman, 
which. tarned like a Ballock, turning agzin 
like a Woman, faid to this Deponenr, Will 
you be.as 1am, and you ‘hall want for no- 
thing ; you fhall live as if you were in Hea- 
ven,,-and keep a Maid. This- Deponent 
farther faich., That on or about the 2tth of 
Oétober 1674. at Midnight, a Cat carryed 
her on her back, from her Cabbia, up the 
Steeridg Scutrle, fo through into the Fore 
cafile to eafe her felf and trom.thence into 
the Steeridge again; where a Woman, a 
ftranger , terprted her, this Deponent, to 
turn; who {till refujing, the faid Woman 
vanithd. This Deponent farther faith , 
That the faid AZafiers cold her, That if the 
fhould tell either the Caprain , or any other 
body in the Ship of what had -paft, fhe, the 
{aid Adafters, would torment her night and 
day: This Deponent farther (aich, That the 
{aid Elizabeth Mafters faith, the will dye be- 
fore the will Confefs any thing ; bur farther 


faith not. 
The Mark.of Martha Jeftres. 


Frederick Johnfon, mgs Poe a on board 

om ‘1 Recovery of On, wakerh 

ath, 
That on,or about the 6th day of Desember, 
he, this Deponent,, about. Eleven of the 
Clock at night, fitting in the Sreeridge, on 
board rhe Ship Smoaking Tobatcos See z 
thing, in,the Shape of a Black Cat, come 
from the place where Elizabeth A4afters-was 
Chained, crofling the idge , and wéut 
out of the dores upon Deck. This De- 
ponent farther faith, That ‘on, or about the 
middle of ‘Yanuary, as the faid Ship was ac 
Anchor at the ] of Marigalant 5 the 
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near, and view 


stra “EP 


ther fays; That a night 


3 Or“two after; he 
~ did, then and there, in the faid Great Cab- 
Shape of a great Black Cat, 


bin , fee the 
which, one-of the Paffengers on board the 
{aid Ship, Fobx Hall by Name , having a 
Sword in his hand, ftruck; and, to this De- 
ponent’s thinking, hie her che faid Cat two 
of three blows, and then it vanifhed: but 
farther fayeth not. 

The Mark of William Goodfellow. 


Mary Leare Paffeng. on board the Ship Re- 

covery of London, maketh Oath, 

That in the Moneth of December 1674,fhe 
was dreadfully Pinched at the fmall of her 
Back, Hips and Buttocks: This Deponent 
farther faith, That fhe was very defirous to 
get blood of Elizzbeth Mafters, believing 
it was fhe that Pinched and Bewitch’t her ; 
the which blood , the faid Deponent faith, 
She did fetch of the faid “afters, and from 
tHat fo this time hath gained her health, and 
been at quiet, but farther fayeth not. 

The Mark of Mary Leare. 


John Weftrow Paffing on board the faid 
Ship, maketh Oath, — 

That on,or about the 23d of December,7 4. 
he, this Deponent , ftanding behind Eliza- 
ber Maffers, where the Jay in Chains, in 
the Sreeridge of the faid Ship, it being after a 
Sick Man had pricked her,to get her blood ; 
which faid Sick Man often declared, he fee 
her, the faid AZafters Pinch him in his Cab- 
bin, between" the Decks of the faid Ship ; 
which faid Man is now dead: He, the faid 
Deponent, farther faith, He did then and 
there hear the {aid Elizabeth Mafters fay , 
You prick and ‘punifh me, but you do not 
punith Atartha, who went the other night to 


Landon. 
The Mark of John Weftrow. 


Remarks upon the fir{e Depofition. 

eel an Egregious Cheat the Devil puts 

on ‘em, making ’em believe, they 

enjoy fuch and fach Treafures, Entertain- 

ments, &e. which is evidently falfe, by their 

being always Lean and Poor; ’Tis alfo ob- 

ferv’d | that ’tis: not Whores, which com- 

monly turn to Witches; bur, fuch perfons 

as tempt God, by defpairing of N eS, 
ce: for this Life; and alfo fach as are very 
Malicious and Revengeful, as may be gather- 

ed from all the Eminence Tryals of Witches: 


Remarks upon the fecond Depofition. 
The Apparitions are not thereal Parties 
chang’d into fuch Creaturés, for the Wicches 
are. aiways Exanimated at fuch times, and 
¢ 


wicks of Boyling ‘Urine; 
- Hats, Needles, Horihooes, 
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of hér Spirit in fome Airy Vehicle, not her 


felf. | 
Remarks upon the third Depofition, 
"Twas no Cheat, being feen by many; 
the Captain ‘himfelf fays ; He faw it: 


Remarks upon the fourth Depofttion. 

This isa further Confirmation, with 4 
Addition of more Apparitions in Hamane 
Shape; This fhews there are Wizards as 
well as Witches—’Tis probable they were 
the Spirits of the Confederates. See the 
fecond Remark. 


Remarks on the fifth Depofition. 

As this ftrengthens the Credit of the fore- 
mention’d Depofitions, fo it offers an Argu- 
ment , never to be difputed againit. We 
will- allow Fancy may do much to the re- 
prefenting of the things, but it cannot pain 
a Man to make him Cry, nor wound him 
with fhapes of ‘Cats’s feet, @c. The Cap- 
tain (as himfelf told me) and all in the 
Ship heard him Cry, and all faw the 
Impreffion upon his Thigh. 

Remarks upon the fixth Depofition. 

She cou’d not be pinch’d and abus’d by 
her own Fancy, though it were poffible fhe 
might be deceiv'd in her Sights every one 
{aw the Marks. 


Remarks.on the feventh and eighth Depofitions. 
’Tis a great Queftion, Whether the De- 
vil can ufe‘any Art to favea Perfon from 
expiring , in fo fwift a Motion as this muft 
be , we believe not; but rather that this 
Martha was her {elf decéiv’d, and was réal- 
ly a #—ch = (For the Captain told me, he 
heard that fhe was afterwards burnt for a 
W—ch. ’Ti§ probable, all that the thought 
faid and did, was Delufion, and Suggeited 
to her Fancy’by the Devil. All power what- 
ever, that Witches or Devils have over Per- 
fons, or their Goods, is Permiffive, and not 


Originally their own: and it has been expe- 


rimencally known by feveral Inftances, chat 
fuch Perfons as have been Jeaft afraid of ’em, 
have efcap’r betrer, chan thofe that have 
been more afraid of them than of God; who 
therefore, or for fome other fecret ends, beft 
known to himfelf, doés fomerimes {uffer 
fach, things’ for his own Glory—We have 
not Room , ‘or we might efilarge upon chat 
part of the Relation , as fpeaks of fetchin: 
Blood, viz. “That ’tis unlawful, anda bréac 
of the Sixth Command, as ‘well’4s all ‘other 
burning Clothes’, 
Gc, tis an unac- 


countable’ wickednefs, and a* running to the 
Devil; to be cur’d of the Diftemper” as 


*"Fo which, ‘for Parity of Matter, we fhalf 


- add ‘the Three following Accounts’ fent ‘us 


hen 


wecks, 


weeks, in a Family that refides in Alderman- 


bury, the perfons Names | conceal’, by reafon 
they are people of Fafhten, and defire not to be 
made publick.; the Account is this, viz. They 
were firft molested and troubled with fuch 
Swarms of Lice , both about themfelves, and 
in all the Furniture of their Houfe, as in their 
Bedding, Hangings, Chairs , &c. that they 
could not get rid of em for a great while ; they 
were fo troublefome, that above twenty of them 
would be crawling about their Faces while they 
have been at Meals; and thefe Vermine were 
fo {wift in their motion, that they could not hold 
them between their fingers 5 after ome time they 
had been troubled with thefe, they were no fooner 
vid of them, but they were baunted with crooked 
Pins, being [cattered up and down their: Houfe , 
being crook’d after an sinufual manner, in great 
numbers ; their Clothes were firangely and an- 
tickly pinn’d, fometimes in one place, and fome- 
times in another, not difcerning who did it 3 their 
Stockins have been pinn’d together, fo that tbey 


could not ftir one leg before the other ; and one * 


of the Family bave been firuck, blind feveral 
times in a day, as if their Eyes bad been pinn’d 
togetner; and feveral other Circumstances that 
ss too long bere to relate: Now] would know 
your Fudgments about this, and from what caufe 
st may proceed. 

Anfw. We believe that the Relation ( if 
suc) is Witcheraft: for the ordinary Chain 
of Caufes has no fuch Caprices in’t : and no- 
ha has more of the Antick in’t than that 

in. 

Queft. 2. Two Perfons of Quality ( both 
not long fince deceafed) were Intimate Acquain- 
tance, and Lov d each other intirely; it fo fel 
out, that ene of “em fell fick of the Small-pox , 
and defired mightily to fee the other; who would 
not come, fearing the catching of them. The 
Afflitted at laft dyes of them, and had not been 
buryed very long, but appears at the others houfe, 
in the dre{s of aWsddow,and asks for ber Friend, 
who then was at Cards, bur fends down her Wo- 
man to ber to know her bufine[s, who, in fhort,told 
bev, the: siuft impart it so vone but her Lady,who, 
after’ fhe had received this Anfwer bid ber Wo- 
man have ber into a Room, and defired ber to 
feay till the Game was done, and fhe would wait 
au her : the Game being done, down frairs 
Camé to the Apparition; to know ber bufine/s ; 
Madam ( fayes the Ghoft, turning up her Vail, 
and ber Face appearing full of the Smallpox ) 
youknow very well that you and I Loved Intire- 
ly, and your not coming to fee me I took. fo ill 
at your bands , thart contd nor reft till] bad 
feen you; and nqw_I amcome to tell yor, that 
‘you Wave mot long to live, therefore ‘prepare to 
dye 3 and when you 
the Phirteenth Perfon in Number, then ‘remem- 
ber my words? And fo she’ tion va- 
sifaed> yi 


ed? but fhe madé bi, rr 
wecping, and dyed in A little time 
- Gentleman that told? this’ Ste 
there is hardly any, Lerfou of Quals 
knows it to be true. | 


Anjo. We have altéady "giver our O- 


are at 4 Feaft', and make 


pace of fuch Taftances 3s thelé. See Vol. 

Queft. 3. About eight jears fince I dels ix 
a Country Town, fix miles distant fromthe City 
of York 5 4 young Man, of my, acquainiance, 
who lived in the fame Town, being inform a,b: 
upon every St. Mark’s-day at night,perween the 
hours of eleven and twelve, the Spirirs.of all thofe 
who fhould depart the enfuing year, came to the 
Church belonging to the place where they dwelt ; 
he being defirous to know the certainty of this re- 
port, went, with one of bis Acguainiance, to th 
Church, and about eleven at might placed bim- 
[elf juft by the doors a little after be fee kis 
Grandmother ( with whom he then lived ) make 
to the door of the Church, to whom it Jeem'd to 
open; the Woman being old and decrepid, always 
weat with two Crutches,as fhe paft by her Grand- 
Jon, fhe ftruck at him with one,and fowent into the 
Church, but he felt nothing of the blow: about 
an hour after be went home, and going through 
a long Entry, which led to the Room where fhe 
lay, he fee her, in the very [ame likene[s; walk be- 
fore bim, and at the door fhe vamifi'd : be went 
immediately on , and found her flecping in bed ; 
about a quarter of a year after fhe fell fick and 
dyed. .Why upon that night, and no_other,-the 
Spirits of shofe that depart, appear? And why 
they always goto the Church, or your Opinion 
thereon ? 

Anjw. We our felves know fome fich 
paffages, and have Convers’d with the Per- 
Sons that fay, they have made fach. Tryals; 
but they have been fuch as have had very 
weak Fudgements, and firong Fancies . which 
pertwades us, that *tis onely the fuggeftion 
of their own. fears ; ash we deny not , 
bug God Almighty might permit rhe Devil 
to Affright fuch as are over-curious of Fu- 
turities, and take unwarrantable Methods 
to know ’em—But why upon that Night, and 
no other? We Anfwer ( if true) Tis onely 
a heightning of the Superstirion by obferving 
a fixt time, though all times are the fame.to 
the Devil; but."tis not. onely this, buc feve- 
ral other Saperstitious Wickedneffes have. been 
tranfmictted down to Pefterity from-the 4x- 
tient Inhabitants of rhs Nation, before. the 
Golpel was Pycae bet as the Charming of the 
Tooth-ach, Difcafes, ce. and. the obfervati- 
on of Gathering Fern-feed upon Mdid/ummer- 
night precifely at 12,2 Clock, wh mel 
tell us, any body may have a fair. Combat 
with the Devil. We know one, who, with 
his own Mouth , declar’d himfe 
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eft. 4. In the Month of November 
age one Martha Grinsfield, aged 22 years, 
vis a Mer- 


being then Servant. to one Mr, 
thant in this Town of Wisbitch was apparently 
in perfect Health, on a fudden fhe was taken 
with an Apoplexy which continued 24 hours, af- 
ter that ceafed fhe was taken with a Palfey, 
which continued three days, and then left ber 5 
upon which fle was immediately taken with a 

rfek Dumbnefs,which continuedfor a long time. 
Aiter thit a Phyfician named Salvator Winter 
came to this Town and perfettly Cured her of her 
Dumbnefs within the [pace of nine Weeks, and 
caufed ber to fpeak again, fo well as any perjon 
wharfoever, and fle flill continueth fo, neither 
Apop lexy or Palfey ever returning, but now per- 
feétly well to the amazement of our whole J own. 
Query, If fle might be pofef® with any Evil 
Spirit, ( 45 many have beenof that Opinion ) or 
what might be the caufe ? 

Anjw. We fee no reafon at all for a Pof- 
feffion, tis fuppos’d that the Doctor ufed Na- 
rural Means torecover her, and the Devil is 
never cifpofleft by Natural Means. 

Quett. 5. Being in Town about two Months 
ago | fent you two or three Queftions concerning 
the Soul, being encourag d to it by your publick 
declaration that you would anfwer all Queftt- 
ons, &C. —But fince you have been pleas'd to 
rake no notice of "em, 1 beg I may kzow whether 
ever 1 may expett any thing from you to folve 
thofe Queries ; 1 confefs 1 fhould have been apt 
to belicve my Letter never came to your band, 
bad | not had a pretty good affurance that it was 
deliverd at Smith’s Coffee-boxfe, according to 
your direttion. If therefore youl be pleas'd to 
tell me in your next when I may expect your folu- 
tion, you'l oblige me to have a very great eftcem 
for your Truth to your publick promife, as wellas 
for your Learning and Ingenuity. 

—_ Thofe Queftions about the Soul 
are already anfwered: See Vol. N. Q. 

Queft. 6. What Rule can there be given to 
meafure Reafon by? I ash this, in regard we of- 
tentimes meet with much confidence in Arguments, 
both ontheone fide and the other, each party con- 
trending bis Reafon is beft : But if there were 4 
Rule by whichro meafure or try their Reafor’s 
ftrength and goodnefs by, it would cut off the di[- 
pute. If it be anfwer'd that Reafon is a Rule to 
it felf, bow comes it to pafs that rhefe Rules are 
fo difcrepant and various that feldom they agree, 
but in Argument and Controverfie each party 
contraditts the goodnefs of ¢ others Reafoning, 
concluding bis Rule’s firaight but the orher s 
re fie. Reafon it felf is the Rule of Adie 

Anfw. Reafon it felf is t ule © - 
men : not of it felf, for that's im le. 


then our 


uft 


LONDON. 


. ' a 


Printed for F, Dwntem.. 1691. 


the Schools ; but in fome things Truth and 

Error lye too.deep to be fetch’'d up without 

a great deal of Learning and Reafon too ; ta 

contract a long Argument into a little room 
(tho’ not Syllogiftically ) is the readieRt 

way to find out wherher it carries its de- 

monftration along with it. 

Queft. 7. J have beard of an attempt made 
to move a Shipby Artificial Wind, viz. by fix- 
ing a proportionable pair of Bellows at the Stern s 
which Experiment ‘tis [aid was once tryed on 
one of the Boats in the Thames with fucce/s 5 I 
defire your Thoughts of its probability. 

Ar{p. “Twoud be of great ule to the 
publick if to be perform’d. 

Queft. 8. 1 have feen an antient Pidlure 
painted above an hundred years upon a Board, 
and I have lately feen a Copy of the fame. It 
fets forth a Lady fitting upox the Grafs, and an 
old Gentleman lying in her Lap, and ata diftance 
three Men of different Ages walking down from 
aCaftle on a Hill, all in Genteel Habits accord- 


. ing to the Fafhion of that Age; underneath the 


Piélure was written these Verfes. 


Madam, I pray-you unto me fhow 

Who yond three be if them you know, 
That come from the Caftlein that Degree, 
What is their Lineage and Affinity, 


To which She Anfwers. 


Sir, the firft by my Fathers fide is my Brother, 
The fecond ss fo on the part of my Mother, 
Thethird is my own Son lawfully begat, 

And all Sons of my Husband lying in my Lap, 
Without hart to Lineage in any degree, 

Tell me in reafon bow can this be ? 


Anfw. The Refolution of this is of no ufe 
to the Improvement of Knowledge, anda Man 
is neither better or worfe for knowing or 
not knowing it,and befides if we wou'd give 
our felves the liberty of thinking, tis difcern- 
able at ac ene that ic may be refolved ma- 
ny ways, therefore no Stranger can be 

tive what isreally intended by it, what 
ooks moft probable tousisthis. Her Huf- 
band by whom fhe had the /af Child, might 
be once her Father in Law, by Marrying 
her Mother in Law, and both this Father 
in Law and Mother in Law might have ei- 
ther of them a Son by Prior Marriages, 
which. is diftant enough, and anfwers the 


Queftion : Te might be anfwer’d other ways, 
a “es Got worth our Labour to itudy. a- 
tic, 


Qu.9. A piece of Liver of about half a pound 
fell into a Tub of Water containing gf te 
Gallons, lay menses time, about five days, 


and afterwards did [wim, the R. : 
Aas: From clr tae Peace 
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